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SEATTLE AND CRITTER HAVE ALWAYS BEEN BEST FRIENDS. BUT WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THEY 
FIND THEMSELVES TALKING TO ANYONE BUT EACH OTHER? 

 
“Family, it turned out, was something you really could choose for yourself.”  So says 
Seattle, one of two teen protagonists in Lara Zeises’ third novel for young adults, ANYONE 
BUT YOU (Delacorte Press / on sale November 8 / $15.95).  The other, Critter, is Sea’s best 
friend and “pseudo brother,” with whom she’s grown up since her dad took off six years 
ago.  Set within Zeises’ home state of Delaware during one steamy summer, the novel 
takes a fresh, hard look at what it means to be a family – especially when relationships 
change in surprising and unexpected ways. 
 
It all begins when Seattle, 15, and Critter, 17, get tired of sweating out their days waiting 
for summer school to start.  Sea, too hot to hop on her skateboard, hatches a plan for 
Critter to sweet-talk their way into a private pool.  It works – but Sea gets more than she 
bargained for, as Critter falls under the spell of the Penn Acres princess guarding the 
pool.  No way can Sea stomach Critter hooking up with a girl like that. 
  
But Critter can’t believe his luck when Sarah seems to like him as much as he likes her.  
He’s certain this girl “gets” him – a quality that up to this point he’s only found in Seattle.  
Even though Critter knows she could break his heart, he can’t understand why Seattle is 
less than happy for him.  Especially since she’s found Scott, an older skater boy from out 
of town who returns a couple of weeks.  Not that Critter approves of their relationship, 
certain Scott’s only after one thing – and he won’t get it, not if Critter has his say. 
 
Just when things couldn’t get any more confusing, Seattle’s dad resurfaces, his mere 
presence a threat to the fabric that binds their unconventional family.  Told in alternating 
viewpoints, ANYONE BUT YOU delivers the story of a family in crisis – and the love that 
keeps them together. 
 
LARA M. ZEISES is the author of two other Delacorte Press novels, Bringing Up the Bones 
and Contents Under Pressure.  She holds an MFA in creative writing from Emerson 
College.  You can visit her website at www.zeisgeist.com. 
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